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Senators and Repre-
sentatives Recall Occa-
sions When They Glo-
ried in Observing All
Foolss Dav—A Cigar
That Proved a Boomer-
ang—The Wax Lady
on the Sidewalk—Gin-
ger and Red Pepper—
An Elastic Doughnut
—One on “Teacher™—
Handing It to the
“Highbrows”™ — Cupid
m Tears.

AVE @you, Unsus-
pecting One, ever
aveepted a lus-
cinus -looking
bonbon on April
1 from =a gulle-
less ~ appearing
creature, after
swallowing which
your “innards”
felt like a steam
laundry, soaped
up and slzzling?

Or have you, at about midnight the
rame date, received a frantic hurry-up
call to attend a dying friend ard found
that the address given carried you
to a graveyar: filled with weird,
moonbeam-lighted tombstones?

If such things ever befell you, did
vou take them like a good spert or did
vou call the perpetrator of these self-
came villainous pranks seven kinds of
un Implsh idiot?

All Fools’ day is fpso facto the #lay
of the practlcal joker, and it is ru-
mored that “P. J.'s" are quite numer-
cus around the Senate and House of-
fice buildings. Because their day of
days ias fast approaching, th2 more
sedate members of Congress, who be-
lieve that April Fool joking ranks
about zero in the llne of pastimes, are
putting themselves on guard.

“I know exactly what's going to hap-
pen on the morning of April 1, =aid
one anti-P. J. senator. with a wry smile.
‘My next door neighbor is golng to
entér my office, glance casually at my
coat and ask me why a blonde hair is
reposing on its left shoulder. If T am
unsuspicious and look down at it he
will double up with mirth and yell
*April Fooll’
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“Later on in the day my stenographer
will offer me some candy; and I, too busy
with affalrs of Importance to remem-
ber the previous juke, will accept a
pinkish, mintlike confection, only to
have it vanish into thin alr the moment
it reaches my mouth.

“When it's almost time to leave for
home one of the boy= will call up and
tell me to rush to a certaln supposedly
important sesslon. On my arrival I
will "b&~ greeted with the hilarious
laughter of a few foolish colleagues
who will shrill the hateful woras,
‘Apfil Fool!' at me.

“It'will be ‘the same old program this
ist ' of April as it was last—same old
jokes, same old victims. But what's the
use protesting about #? Men are only
Erown-up boys after all, and somehow
can’'t get.away from the kid days and
kid trickse."

Representative John C. McKenzle's as-
=uciates would do well not to aceept any
tempting looking cigars from him on
April 1. His promiscuous gdistribution of
two-for-a-quarter's might well put his
friends on their guard. Mr. McKenzie
always has an_ irresistible desire on that
date to hand out weeds which would
serve a good purpose at a Fourth of
July celebration. The kind he carries
aroand in. his: upper -vest pocket on April
1 are aniteed - to. make the loudest
noise of any on-the markét and to throw
the biggest pcare.-pessible into-the hap-
iés= one who: Ignites the end of it, and
he himself admits it!

“I mever will forget the finest April
fool joke I ever piai:ad in my life,” he
gald, chuckling at- memory.. “When
T was a young man I chummed around
with a vouth, a soldier, who had been
around the world several times, and who.
thought he knew about all' there was to
know.” He was keen for practical jokes,
and ®lways hoasted about being too wise

.

Right Hand Innocent.

Senator Rob ert
I. Owen of Okla-
homa is part In-
dian. ¥is mother,
Mrs. Narclasa
Owen, was a grand-
daughter of an
Indian chief of the
Cherokees, w hich
tribe once Iinhab-
LGaed part of South
Clarolina and Geor-
gia. Many years
ago they were
moved by govern-

- - ment orders to
what is now the state of Oklahoma-

Senagor Owen's Indian name is Oconos-
tota, At one period in her life Mrs. O?.'en
I'ved in Linchburg, and while there hired
4 colored man as her gardener. e had
snee been a man of little principle, but
had become converted, and now made
great profession of piety.

When he came to the Owen home to
ses about getting the position Mrs._ Owen
shought she would test his sincerily, S0
she questioned him regarding his honesty.

~James,”" she said, I am told you are

5 ‘hristian now. “Yas, yas,
fu-lﬁffﬁé?? r:,‘;‘lied James with a sweep-

ing. bow.
E“‘c]l. 1 want you to give me your
opinton of apple stealing.” continued Mrs.

or{‘a\?ell. m'am,” grinned James, “it's jest
this way. I 'lows it aln't right ter steal
no apples. But whin I is down at de
depo’ handling dem barrels of apples I
orders my right hand to keep out, apd I
Ands my left will keep slipping around
it gits one—so 1 don't let my right
hund koew what my left hand do!™

And he broke into a delighted chuckle
at having solved the problem 10 his entire
sauslaction ] =i

Jliant idea. Following up the impulse
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SENATOR JONES RECALLS AN APRIL FOOL PRANK OF A WAX LADY
ON THE SIDEWALK.
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IRAPRIL fOOL PRANKS

“I SHALL NEVER FORGET THE EXPRESSION ON HIS FACE,™ SAYS
REPRESENTATIVE McHKENZIE IN TELLING ABOUT IT.
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REPRESENTATIVE FARR CAN TASTE THAT ELASTIC DOUGHNUT EVEN
TO THIS DAY, .

himself ever to fall victim to one. That
April Fool's day he suggested we play &
ioke on a mutual friend, who was an In-
veterate smoker, by means of a loaded
cigar. 1 wasn't exactly eager to enter
into the affalr, but he seemed so ex-
tremely anxious to carry the thing
through that I finally consented to help
m.

* %
“We bought a loaded cigar, filled my
pocket with half a dozen of the good,
harmless variety and placed the com-
bustible one in their midst. Then we
started out to round up our vietim,
“While we were making a toyr of his
favorite haunts 1 was =elzed with a bril-
he-
my
ot

fora I should get ‘cold feet’ and lose
courage, I took one of the good elzars

of my pocket, lt It and, as T poffed the
fragrant smoke in my joker-friend's di-
rection, T carelessly offered him one, too
Of course, the thought never entered his
mind that
him.

“He was too occupied with the joke he

I+would turn the tables on

had planned on another, and so, unsus-
pectingly, he accepted the proffered ci-
gar, lit it and—jumped about two feet
when the thing went off with a loud re-
port! 1 shall never forget the expression
of his(face when he los#ed at me. It
was o mixture of reproach, anger, ad-
miration and amazement.

“Back on the farm in Elizabeth, TIL, In
the halcyon days of my youth, my broth-
er Billle, a great pal of mine, and I
used to plan for weeks before April 1,
mapping out various varieties of Jjokes
to play on our friends and enemies. One
of our favorite stunts was to fill a pack-
age with bricks, paper, gravel or stones,
tie it up neatly, and place it just whera
the road curved inton the eity.

“Then we would hide behind a nearby
fence and eagerly await the approach of
a farm wagon. This joke never fafled.
The poor farmer would always climb
down off his high =eat and pick up the
parcel, untying it there in the roadway,
much to our delight, or he would care-
fufly tuck in away in one corner of the
gcat and drive away with it.”

There i{s one prominent lawyer out in
North Yakima, Wash., who mnever will
forget the joke that Senator Wesley L.

ed manners.

“I WILL DRAW THE CURTAIN ON THE PAINFUL CLIMAX," CHUCKLES
SENATOR SHAFROTH.

Jones of the above-named state, played
on him.

“‘Several days before the eventful April
1 the first wax model ever used in North
Yakima, then a new and flourishing town,
was set up in a prominent place in front
of the town's department store, there to
be gazed at in wonder and pride by the
natives,"” saild Senator Jones.

*"The model was garbed in the lhtest
fashion and was about the most fetch-
ing-looking artificial female imaginable.
At that time I was a law student and
had a friend, a student also, who was
palinfully courteous to the opposite sex.
He considered a breach of eitgquette, no
matter how trifling it might be, almost
a criminal offense.

“Alded and abetted by another class-
mate, I decided to teach him a lesson
which might dull slightly his highly polish-
We knew he had just arrived
in town the morning of April 1, after a
short visit to a neighboring village, and
was therefore unaware of the presence
of the wax figure which graced the walk
in front of the drv goods store, .

“Just about dusk we invited him to
accompany us2 on a walk down the main
street and engaged him in earnest con-

One Better.

Representative
Roberts of Nevada
tells a story which
may or may not
be true about a
certain CONEress-
man and a certaln
colored man, who
happened to be an
attache to a lega-
tion in Washington
representing a col-
ored mnation. The
colored attache
was being shown
through the com-
mittee rooms when the congressman,
who had been fortifying himself,
wandered in for his overcoat.

“Here,” thundered the congressman
to the attache, *“take this coat and
brush it and hold it for me.”

Paralyzed into a state of coma, the
attache dJdumbly and automalically
obeved, and then departed from that
placs with frigid dignity.

“What's the matter with him?"' asked
the congressman.

“That man,” said the other, as he
prepared to hurry after the attache,
“is a baron in his ewn country.”
That's all right,” said the
member of Congress, with the dignity
of three Kings and a pair of queens,
“five bartenders have told me today
tbhat I'in g princel™

g
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Better Than a Deed.

Senator John
W. Kern has =&
home In Indianap-
olis and another
down in the moun-
tain country In
southwest Vir-

ginla, comprising
about 300 acres.
At Christmas 1t

was the scene of a
pretty little echema

which {ts owner
carried out. In
every tiree were

hung tiny baskets
of seed and other bird food, so that the
feathered tribe might enjoy the festival
with the human kind.

On the place is a small cabin, surround-
ed by the usual patch for “garden sass,”
and in this humble abode are an old man
and his wife. Simple and poor though It
be, it has been their home for years, the
same family having lived there since the
time when Xern's father owned the
farm. e

This year the senator took a long walk
around the farm and stopped to speak to
the old man, who sgtood leaning on hia
rickety gate and looking at the dull, au-
tumn sky. When the man saw the sena-
tor he opened fire with the exclamation:

1 suppose vou all's coming down here
to take my lttle place, but vou can't do
it. Your own father, old man Xern, gave

me a deed to it—I have it in my clock.”
Now, the senator had no idea in the
world of disturbing the aged mountain-
eer, but thought for fun to try him a bit.
“Well,” said Kern, “if that is so, I
will go in and look over it."
At this the man broke down and ad-
mitted that he had no deed at all.
“Well," laughed the senacor, “that is
all right. I had no idea of troubling you
at all—you and your wife are free to live
here as long as you live without paying
a penny of rent.'

And Kern struck out to continue his

walk down the mountain path.

“The Man From Mars.”

Re presentative
“Hampy' Moore of
Pennsylvania haa
become known
throughout the
country as the fa-
ther of the water-
ways, Rlvers and
harbors, canals and
dredging® matters
are as constantly
consplcuous in his
conversation as
hash on a boarding:
houssa table. Like
Paul Dombey, he
can gay of the sound of the waters
“in dreams it is still with me.”

His colleague, Representative G. W.
Edmonds, met Moore the other day
and immediately began joshing him
about his hobby.

“Do you -know, Moore,” he asked,
“why 1t is that you remind me of an
inhabitant of the planet Mars?™

Mr. Moore avowed his inability to
see any relation between himself and
the aforesald astronomical body.

“Well,” replied Edmonds, “the rea-
son ig, Hampy, because you are so full
of canals!"

L |

versation untl we had just about passed
the store; then I poked him in the ribs
and remarked, reprovingly:

““Why, George, that lady we Just
passed spoke to you. Why didn't you
answer? Don't yvou know her?'

*
* %

“George swupg around quickly, made a
frantle grab for his hat, lifted it And,
bowing low before the wax figure, mur-
mured, humbly:

* *‘Why, good evening,
hem—

“And amid our convulsed burats of
laughter he stood gazing blankly into the
painted smiling Wwaxen countenance,
which seemed to smirk at his discomfit-
ure. Fle did not speak to us for days
after that, but we felt that the success
of our joke was well worth the tempo-
rary loss of his friendship.

“Another April fool for which 1 was
given a great deal of credit and praise in
my school days was one suggested to me
by the manager of a big nursery, .for
whom my schoolboy friends and I sold
fruit trees during our wvacation,

“Following his directions, we purchased
ten pounds of sugar and a can of rel
pepper. We mixed these ingredients,
placed them in a lbasket, surreptitiously
installed them in front of a grocery store
aiong with the merchant's other Wares,
and placarded it with the sign: This
zrade of sugar, twenty pounds for a dol-
lar.’

“The placard was very significant, as
sugar in those days was very high, and
sold for only twelve pounds for a dollar.
Of course, furmers bent on buying were
agreeably surprised at this great reduc-
tion; and naturally they sampled It to
discover why it was marked down to such
a ridiculously low ilgure. It was mighty
amusing, I can tell you, to watch those
farmers put some of the flery mixture In
their mouths, and then stalk on down the
street, turning around to look back only
after they had got quite a distance away.

“Not one of them entered the store to
eomplain, They were all ashamed to. We
hoys lay in terribly cramped and uncom-
fortable positions behind a porch watch-
ing the proceedings for several hours be-
fore the grocer discovered the trick and
ended our amusement by angrily dump-
ing the stuff into the road.”

Representative John R. Farr of Penn-
evlvanla says he isn't golng to dine at
home on April fools' day if he €an help it.

“My thirteen-year-old daughter played
an April fool joke on me I won't soon
forget,” he explilned. *‘Last April she
was just a&bout learning to cook, and
when I returned home from the office
April 1 she put a plate of the most ap-
petizing looking doughnuts before me that
1 had ever seen. I

“‘I baked them all myself, pzpa: do
hurry up and taste them!’ she urged, hop-
ping around my chair in eager fashion.

“1 raised one of the delicious cakes to
my mouth, took a bite, and—then some-
thing queer happened. My arm holding
the doughnut was a yard away from my
mouth, the bite waa in it, but the bite
wasn't detached from the cake. I vas
startled, to say the least, but finally man-
aged to detach the cotton from my teeth,
and threw it and the doughtnut out of the
window. There was enough cotton in that
harmless looking little cruller to stuff half
a dozen quilts, [ swear!”

“The hest April fool Joke 1 ever heard
of was one of my classmates and I play-
ed at school Years ago. About a week
before All Fools' day a few leaders of
our grade, including myself, passed
around a petitlon outlining a joke we in-
tended to play on teacher, and urgently
requesting each pupil to afix his slgna-
ture to same, promising faithfully to be

Miss er-er-ah-

REPRESENTATIVE KONOP REMEMBERS A RUN-IN WITH SOME APRIL
FOOL JOKERS AND CUPID.

‘in on it.® We omitted handing the peti-
tion to about four pupils, for we knew
them to be ‘squealers,’ and we had no in-
tention of being found out.
-
* *

“l was the one selected to be the de-
coy and the others were my confed-
erates. I was given the honor job be-
canse I was the one who had conceived
the ingenious joke. The blg day arrived
and at an appointed hour I left the
gchoolroom, ostensibly to get a drink of
water. When I returned I walked quietly
up to teacher and politely informed her
that the principal wished to see her a
moment. .

“ will be gone only a few moments,
and T request that all of vou act ltke little

ladies and gentlemen until I return,' she

eald.

“ ‘Yes, ma'am,”
and earnestly.

*Teacher left the room, and as soon as
the sound of her footsteps died away
along the corridor we arose quletly, form-
ed a line and marched guietly out of the
classroom, got our wraps from the cloak-
room and filed out of the bullding and
into the open without being discovered.
We met a teacher or two on our way out,
and several pupils, too, gazed enviously
at us on our outward march. But we
were allowed to go on our way unmo-
lested, for the teachers and puplls evi-
dently thought we had been excused for
the day and with the consent of our
teacher.

“Of course, the moment we reached the

‘Will you promise?
we chorused, heartlly

.

outer alr we =scattered hurriedly Into dif-
ferent directions, for we knew that the
four pupils whe had not been ‘let In' on
the joke would quickly sound a warning
and we would be apprehended. But, alas,
there was an aftermath.

“‘All the parents of the erring ones re-
ceived notes from the principal Informing
them of our unruly conduct. However,
as almost every member of the class had
committed the same offense our parents
did not punish us severely."”

The members of an exclusive little lit-
erary circle to which Senator John F.
Shafroth belonged wlll never forget the
joke he played on them in 1875, when he
attended the Unlversity of Michigan.

The members of this society were keen
about *‘high brow™ stuff in the line of
literature. They scorned everything that
was not “heavy.” Flection was tabooed.
They were Intellectuals—every one of
them—and they censured with avidity
everything and anything which might de-
velop and improve the mind. Shakespeara
was their particular shining light, and
they delivered long essays at a number
of meetings, declaring that the “fina
English,” “beautiful phrasing” and
“original expression'” found in Shakes-
peare’'s works could never be excelled.

At every weekly meeting one of the
members of this literary society was to
read a “'gem’’ of his own composition. He
was given two weeks mn which to pre-
pare it, and the chosen one always labor-
ed long and earnestly to produce a fine
article for the critical audience before
which he was obliged to read it.

“0Of course, we always succeeded in
producing something pretty fine,” said
Senator Shafroth. “The moment the
struggling young would-be author open-

ed his mouth and commenced to read he =
would receive the unanimous approval of °
those assembled, who would signify their
pleasure by smilingly nodding their ap- ¢
proval, or by exchanging whispered -
words of favorable comment.

“Sometimes [ used to enjoy these effu-
sions, but very often I grew bored, and
longed to hear a rollicking bit of verse,
a laugh-provoking narrative or & chapter
or two from one of the new fiction books.
1 used to watch the faces of my intel-
lectual club members as the amateur
literary attempts fell upon thelr ears, and
often wondered what sort of expressions
would overspread their countenanoes if
some one should feed their ears with a
literary abortion. 1 shuddered with
pleasure at the thought. As April 1 ap-
proached I conceived a wicked plan te
surprise and fool my club members,

*
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“Fate worked hand In hand with me,
for luckily I was the one destined to
vompose the article to be read April
Fool's day. 1 worked hard on my essay,
believa me, and when 1 flnally finished
it and read it over T was well repald for
my efforts. It was about the most non-
sensical combination of words and
pPhrases and idictic epigrams that I have
ever heard of. Mest of it was horribly
flliterate—I worked extra hard to make
it so. Following close on the heels of a
perfectly senseless sentence was a golden
thought, framed in the finest English,

“Recently when I read Berton Braley's
conglomeration of nonsensical words in
verse, a la Kipling, and which cuacluded
something ke this, "It doesn’t mean a
singla thing, but ain't it Impressive
dope?" 1 was forcibly reminded of my
Aprill Fool masterplece. "

“Well, when the fatal day arrived T
arose, walked solemnly to the platform
and commenced to read my masterplece
impressively and without allowing a single
smile to break forth. I will draw the cur.
taln on the painful climax. Let it sufMce
that before I had haif finished my article
I was rushed off the stage, with the harsh
words of rebuke of the president ringing
in my ears. A few of the more power-
ful members of the mociety had a sense
of humor, and it was solely due to thelr
efforta in my behalf that T was not
thrown out of the lterary clrcle immedi-
ately **

When Representative Thomas F. Konop
was acquiring his education he attended
the Northern 1llinols College of Law, and
was considered by all of his college
friends a great debater, Thereby hangs
enother April ool tale.

“There was a ceriain voung lady re-
glding near our college, and who attended
our fraternity dances, whom I very much
admired in those days,” sald Mr. Konop.
*“She was a very beautiful girl, and her
company was much sought after by the
young men of the community, who con-
gidered the slightest attention of hers
a great honor.

*
= *

“One lucky day I was chosen to en-
gage In a debate at our debating club,
and as I wasn't a bit modest, but com-
eidered myself a past master In the art
of debating, 1 decided to ask this young
lady to accompany me to the debate, I
was quite sure she would look upon me
in a more favorable light after discover-
ing how eloquent I could be.

“I wrote her a missive requesting the
pleasure of her company, ete., etc, and
then called In A messenger to deliver the
note. I was foolish enough to confide my
intentions to my roommate, who immedi-
ately got into communication with two or
three other jokers at our college, and one
of them waylaid the messenger, bribing
him to turn over the note to him, while
another called on the young lady and
asked to take her driving that afternoon.
A third penned a note to me, purporting
to be written by the young lady, thank-
ing me for my kind invitation and accept-
ing with the greatest of pleasure. This
was delivered by a messenger and, need-
less to say, I was overjoyed by her ac-
ceptance,

“That afternoon I dressed with the
greatest of care, hired a carriage and
drove to the young lady's home. 1 fafled
to see a light runabout just disappear-
ing around the corner, In which was geat-
ed one of the boys and my lady fair.

“When I arrived at her homd and was
informed by the servant that she had
gone out driving with Mr. So-and-so my
pride was crushed to the depths. I don’t
know how I ever got through that debate,
but I do remember that it was a mis-
erable failure. When I returned to my
room, the most downcast-looking youth
imaginable, the first thing that met my
gaze was a biz sign bearing the words
:iApril Fool!" in red ink on my.
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. Method of International Communicatiomn.

¥ one places one’s self in the position
I of radio operator aboard a passenger

ship one must answer a particular
question from passengers almost every
voyage. They ask: “You must be able
to read foreign languages, 1 suppose?”
Your reply is: It ismn't necessary.” And
they quiz again: “Well, how can you
communicate wita a foreign ship?” Then
you point to a three-letter combination
in a code and the passenger exclalms:
“Qh, I see.”

Thots three letters meaint the possibllity
of international communication when
radiotelgraphy came into universal use.
They meant that, although mneither can
gpeak the language of the other, an
American can communicate with1 a
7 r a German Wwith an Italian,
3:: e:‘:h;'oarl;reogian. with an Englishman.
In other words, they mean a system of
communication that is universal.

*
* ¥

For instance, if the operator on an
American vessel wishes to talk with the
operator on an Italian vessel, he sends
out the signal, "P. R. B.” Translated,
this means: "1 wish to communicate by
means of the international code of alg-
nals.” The two operators have, there-
fore. only to secure their respective code
books from which they can select an
almost endless array of such combina-
tions to express their thoughts and un-
derstand each other. )

Prior to the unlversal use of radio-
telegraphy, the international code of
signals was the nariner's Esperanto, or
the universal means of cummunica;ﬂon
at sea by flags of certain designs. Each
flag represented a letter of the alphabet,
and various combinations of these let-
ters, such as the “F. R. B.," reprlesemed
certaln words or phrasés by which the
thoughts of one. person could be com-
municated to another person of dlt!ere:]:.

ugh mneither could speak
:1!?::1 DC’!‘I?’IJ;:“'; tlhn.?:gia.ge. What radiotele-
graphy has done I8 simply to apply the
two, three or four letter combinaions to
its own use so that it becomes also a
form of mariner's Esperanto.

Thus with the advent of radiotelegraphy
the international code has become & dou-
ble factor of safety of life at sea. The
code itself was designed for that purpose
because the first of such signals dls_nlﬂ.yed
by vessels In distress called for ald and
secured it by the acknowledged common
law of the high seas. Back in the days
of the galley s=laves the pilots of those
huge barges used flags of various shapes
and colors with which to speak with pass-
ing vessels and the signaling system of
today, while not built upon the same sys-
tem, was founded upon the same ldea-.
In those days they used only elght flags;
today there are twenty-seven flags in use.

*
* ¥

When one considers that the uses to
which this code can be applied are almost
endless, it is not amiss to state that its
present perfected condition has ocome
only through a gradual succession of
changes that have covered scores of
vears in their steps of advancement.
From the crude systems ‘of the earlier
part of the nineteenth century the nucleus
of the present code was formed by the
Elder Brethren of Trinity House, London,
and the British board of trade in the
early. fifties. Both of these institutions
are considered authorities in merchant
marine matters in England and for years
were so considered by the world. These
men promptly discarded that which was
of doubtful use in the ancient codes and

appropriated that which promised to be
used with the least chance of mistakes.
In fact, the present code is so solid in its
foundation that it is one of its remark-
able features.

The first act of Trinity House in the
formation of thls code was to select such
flags as could be best seen under all con-
ditions of light and weather. Under the
conditions they used only five colors, red,
yellow, blue, white and black. These
were arranged into various designs of
the most =triking patterns and shaped
into flags of three different outlines, the
square, the pennant and the double-tailed
burgee.

At first only the consonant letters of
the alphabet were used, one flag, pennant
or burgea representing a letter. The
whole system numbered only twenty-one
flags, but the varlous combinations pro-
duced by two, three or four letter signals
enabled them to formulate a code of
3,000 different signals representing as
many words, phrases or sentences.

In later years many revisions of the
code were made. The progress of the
shipping industry required them, for with
the Improvements of steam propulsion
new marine terms were coined and new
gignals were necessary. When the total
combinations reached the 5,000 mark and
a further revision became necessary the
Elder Brethren requested the maritime
nations of the world to send representa-
tives to join them in a conference look-
ing to the enlargement and perfection of
the code.

*
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1t was this and later conferences which
resulted in the present perfected code
which now covers all the needs of any
conversation that might be desired. At
the present time there are flags repre-
senting every letter in the alphabet, both
vowels and consonants, which, when
placed In various combinations, show a
list of 10,500, representing that many
words and sentences.

It was only tha most careful study of
the needs of the mariner by these au-
thorities that the present code has been
deviped, and its perfected state has come
only by revisions and changes sugggested
by actual practice. One glance through
such a book reveals to the most con-
firmed landsman a simplicity of arrange-
ment that enables him to take the code
at once and translate a message to or
from it. The book Iitself, comprising
about 480 pages, I3 printed in two ecol-
umns, one containing the combination of
letters .that signifies the code, the other
consisting of the translations opposite
each combinatlon.

The book is divided into three parts,
consisting of twao-letter, three-letter and
four-letter combinations. The first part
contains the urgent and important sig-
nals. Just to indicate with what an eve
to thoroughness in detall this code was
constructed, the messages to be trans-
lated in this section—that is, those re-
quiring rapid action as & matter of life
or drath—conslst of the two-letter com-
binations, and therefore those which are
the easiest handled. ¥or Instance, the-
combination of “N O stands for the
translation: *T am sinking. Send all
avallable boats to save passengers and
crew.”” These signals are mostly related
to vessels in distress, but a portion of
them are also used to denote tables of
meney, weights, barometric readings and
time reports.

*
¥

An originally intended. the code was to
be operated by the flags of various de-
signs representing the different letters.
Thus if one ship wished to speak to
another ship the officer on the bridge
had only to open his code book, call out
the flags to be hoisted and send any
message he cared to. The flags when
raised were read from the top down-
ward, and the receiving officer had mere-
1¥ to consult the similar comblnation in
his code book and read the translation.
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The same operation was repeated untll
any desired message was sent and  re-
celved. ‘
Thus the second portion of the book °
was designed to contain the general vo-
cabulary for which ther used three-letter.
combinations. There are about 7,000 com-
binations in this section, which means
«,000  bits of Intelligence that can be
transmitted. Tf, for instance, a ship is
disabled by a broken propeller the oper-
ator sends out the combination G I. Y.”
which, translated, reads: *“I have lost
all propeller blades.” After that an-
nouncement he can ask any assistance
he may desire. and upon receiving notice
that it is coming he can signify his
gratitude by using the combination
“X O R,” which means “Thank you.”
They have still other details which en-
ter into the mariner's needs. In the
third section the four-letter combinations
stand for locations such as latitude and
longitude or geographical names. Wash-
ington, I, C., for instance, would be de-
noted by the four letters, A Z C H, go
that If a vessel wishes to announce that
it was bound for the capital it had
merely to send out those four letters.

-
* *

The cile derived its name because it
was designed to be international in every
sense of the word, a feature which makes
it perhaps the most unlque publication
ever published. In order to make it still
more perfect each country prints its own
edition. But the signa! combinations re-
main the same because they are printed
in Reman characters. The translations
may be in English, French, German,
Italian, or in the language of any nation
which publishes it By an ingenious sys-
tem of arrangement both signa] combina-
tions and translallons are arranged in
alphabetical order, so that to find any
word or sentence i2 as easv as locating
a partleular word In a dictionary,

International is thus the proper word
by which to designate this code. In the
days of the qld clipper ships when the
flags of many nations were seen many
times together in the larger ports of the
world, a Yankee skipper who could speak
only his native tongue onece met a Nor-
wegian captain who was likewise handi-
capped for foreign service and they
proved the international conversational
powers of this code beyond a doubt, They
had become friends through meeting at
the same tavern, but they could not con-
verse. One evening the Yankee wrote the
combination “P R B" on a slip of paper
and handed It to the Nerwegian.

When the latter returned to his vessal
he consylted his code book and found
that the Yankee had told him: *I wish
to communicate by means of the inter-
national code.” The rest was easy. The
following evening and for many evenines
after that both skippers brought their
code books to the tavern and by select-
ing the combinations in their books wers
able to express themselves almost as
easily as talking to each other.

It is this code, therefore, which answers
the questions so often asked since radio-
telegraphy ecame into universal use. The -
operator simply opens his code book and
shows the questioner the lopg list of .
combinations that enables him to talk se .
freely with an operator of any maritime
nation of the world.

-

Poor Joe!

RS. JOHN ASTOR, who is a strong '
supporter of the suffrage cause, re-
cently gave an address to a fashionable
audience in Newport on the suffrage .
question. L
At the end of her address
smiling prettily, said: .
“But T must stop talking, or you will
be reminded of the poor man who died.
HSome one asked what poor Joe's last
words were, and a friend replied:
* ‘He had no last words. His wife waa
with him to the end."” ;i

Mrs. Astor,
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